
ICMS Kalamazoo, 2011  
 

The Central Issue: What actually do the public think about the 

Middle Ages?  

The public is bombarded by medievalisms every day. They issue from 

the mouths of political commentators, they give neon delight in video 

games, they fill textbooks and paperbacks, television screens and muse-

ums. As academics, we are hardly immune. These medievalisms have 

contributed in some small or large way to how we– as members of the 

public and academics– understand our past and therefore our interpre-

tation of the present, and our fears and hopes for the future.  

 

Many academics write or speak about the public understanding of the 

Middle Ages, whether their object of study is the understanding of their 

students or the public more generally. However very little rigorous 

research has been done on the question of what the public actually 

understands about the Middle Ages today. This panel seeks to open a 

line of questioning into that important question, and to present new 

methodologies and tentative ideas for the future exploration of this 

important topic. Papers are invited from practitioners interested in the 

topic, whether they be academics, heritage professionals or educators.  

THE SOCIETY & MEMBERSHIP 
 

The society for the Public Understanding of the Middle Ages (PUMA) is an organization dedicated to the promotion of academic 
research, discussion and interest in the contemporary Public Understanding of the Middle Ages. The society welcomes academ-

ics interested in the public understanding of the Middle Ages, practitioners in the field (e.g. those who work in museums and 

public history institutions), and educators interested in how public understanding of the Middle Ages relates to teaching, re-

search and public policy. Membership is free. For more information, or to apply for membership, visit: http://
publicmiddleages.org 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

 ICMS, KALAMAZOO 2011 

IMC, LEEDS 2011 

The newly-formed society for the Public Understanding of the Middle Ages (PUMA) would like to 

invite applications for membership, and announce its first calls for papers for the International 

Congress in Medieval Studies (ICMS) at Kalamazoo, 2011 and the International Medieval Congress 

(IMC) in Leeds, 2011.  

THE SOCIETY FOR THE PUBLIC  

UNDERSTANDING OF The Middle Ages 

SOCIETY CALLS FOR PAPERS 
 

We invite abstracts for the following sessions at the 2011 ICMS and IMC. Abstracts (between 250 and 500 words) should be 

submitted electronically to publicmiddleages@gmail.com to the attention of Paul Sturtevant, and should indicate clearly 

your mailing address and phone number. If you need special equipment for the talk (digital projector, etc.), let us know when 

you submit your abstract. All abstract submissions are due by 15th September, 2010. 

IMC Leeds, 2011  
 

Exploring the public understanding of the Middle Ages I, Educa-

tion: Museums, historical sites and the classroom  

Much of the public’s formal education about the Middle Ages ends in 

primary school. With that being said, millions each year flock to muse-

ums and historical sites which present medieval history and culture. This 

panel focuses upon public education about the Middle Ages, whether 

that be in the classroom or in the heritage industry. We invite papers on 

current practice in the heritage industry and the classroom which en-

deavours to bring the Middle Ages to life for the contemporary public. 

We also invite papers which explore how the public gleans their histori-

cal understandings from these sources.  

 

Exploring the public understanding of the Middle Ages II, Me-

dia: ‘High’ culture, pop culture, and public discourse  

The second major arena where the public encounters historical narra-

tives about the Middle Ages is the media. The media are not normally  

sanctioned educators, but educational and communications theories 

calim that they hold significant pedagogical power. This panel welcomes 

papers on the public understanding of the Middle Ages and how it affects 

or is affected by media which is part of the continuing process of creat-

ing the Middle Ages. For the purposes of this call, we use the term 

‘media’ broadly to include ‘high’ and popular culture, and public dis-

course including academic, political or popular discourses.  
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